
MS Code 37-177-3 of the Literacy-Based Promotion Act requires districts to provide written 
notification to parents/guardians of students who exhibit a substantial deficiency in 
reading.  
 

1. Who should receive the Parent Notification Letter?  
Parents/Guardians of students in Kindergarten, First, Second, or Third Grade whose 
universal screener score indicates that the students’ reading ability is below grade 
level and the student may need an additional diagnostic reading assessment to 
determine if a substantial reading deficiency exist.  

 
2. How often should parents receive notification from the school about their 

child’s reading progress?  
Parents should be notified quarterly (in writing) with each progress report until the 

 reading deficiency is remediated. 
 

3. What do the score ranges on the Parent Notification Letter represent? 
These ranges represent on-grade level expectations for each grade, as indicated by 
the screener vendors. 
 

4. How should additional supports and interventions be determined for students 
scoring below grade-level expectations on an administered universal screener? 
Determining the intensity of interventions and supports for students performing 
below grade level expectation is a multi-step process.  
According to MS Code 37-177-1, students exhibiting a substantial reading deficiency 
at any time in grades K-3 MUST BE provided intensive reading interventions following 
the identification of the reading deficiency based on a diagnostic assessment.  
The intensive reading instruction and intervention must be documented for each 
student in an Individual Reading Plan. 
 
Additional Resource(s):  
Universal Screener Companion Guide 
Free Diagnostic Reading Assessment(s) – K-12th grade.  
MDE Approved Reading Intervention List ** a few of the interventions listed include 
diagnostic assessments.   
Free Progress Monitoring Measures (K-8th grade)  

• Fact Sheet: Progress Monitoring  

https://law.justia.com/codes/mississippi/2020/title-37/chapter-177/section-37-177-3/
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/assessment-and-evaluation/articles/fact-sheet-benefits-curriculum-based-measurement
https://www.mdek12.org/OAE/OEER/InterventionServices
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OAE/OEER/Literacy/universalscreenercompanionguidefinal_june_2023.pdf
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/diagnostics?utm_term=teaching%20reading%20to%20kids&utm_campaign=Science+of+Reading&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=5560567274&hsa_cam=10825890196&hsa_grp=112229488048&hsa_ad=456423170300&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-178832619&hsa_kw=teaching%20reading%20to%20kids&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA44OtBhAOEiwAj4gpOXazd7uczSI_9Yjt4O90f53ae8NTch7Zga1bFXq4082D37f_5tXBWxoCMnoQAvD_BwE
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OAE/OEER/Intervention/approved_academic_intervention_list_2.pdf
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/materials/dibels#progress
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/assessment-and-evaluation/articles/fact-sheet-benefits-curriculum-based-measurement

